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1 . 

histo(ic name Hart , Naurice , House 
other names/site number Rock-a-way 

2. 
street & number State Road 1430 N not for publication 
city, town Stovall vicinity 

state North Carolina __ c_od_e __ N-'-'C'---___ c_o_u n_t..Ly--=G=-=r::....::ar=.::..clv:...=i:::.::l:::.::l::..;;e"'--____ c_o_de_---"0'--'-7-<.7 ____ z-<.ip_c0_d_e ...... 2u.7....-'.5~8u...2'---_ 

3. Classification 
Ownership ot Property 

Q:private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

CJ building(s) 

[X] d.istrict 
DSlte 
D structure 
Dobject 

Name of related multip!e property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville 

--LOllDt)! North C6Irolin6l 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contr~uting Non10ntributing 
___ buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 

_--,-_Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register __ 0'-'--__ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
@ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation sta.ndards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my c;rfl? ' t le pro rty D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

----J)dll I. 1--2 q -815 
Signature of certifying oHicial Date 

Stare Historic Preservatjon Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion. the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Signature of commenting or other official Date 

L- State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I, hereby. certify that this property is: 

r-I entered in the Nationa.l Register. 
o See continuation sheet. 

o determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See c·':mtinuation sheet. 

o determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

o removed from the National Register. o other, (explain.) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic-single dwelling 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic-single dwelling 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _-"b",-"r~l"",-' c>-:.k"-"--_____________ _ 

walls ____ 1u.;·lP'-'-'a~t'""_bL>_e ........ r__'_b..u..o.L.\.a..L.Jr'_'d'_'__ _________ _ 

roof metal 
other "\ITOOO 

brjck 

@ See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

I )", t e Y' t win i n ~I fan c i f u 1 s U 'r"' r-' 0 un d s a r'" e but p a)· ... t 0 f the fin ely 
des :i. g 1"1 e d E\ 1"1 de)'" c.~ f ted i 1", t e r'" i 0 r'" 0 f the M a u r'" ice H a)· ... tHo USE: , v-J h i c h 
dis~lays some of the most unusual Greek Revival style features of 
any plantation era, Granville County property. Standing at the 
0: d [I e 0 f S t 0 val 1 ( the ant e be J. 1 u m Sa s 5 a f r'" as F 0 ) .... k ) , one 0 f the 
county's oldest towns, the heavy timber frame dwelling is in 
excellent condition and retains a significant proportion of its 
exterior and interior details intact. 

Three bays wide and one room deep, the house is grandly 
) .... a i sed 0)", a fin ish e d b r'" i c k bas em e )"d; , top p e d by the low hip P e d 
roof so common to the Greek Revival style in the county and 
b r" a c k e ted bye x t e'r" i 0 r'" end, b r'" i c k chi fln-, e y s . The we s ten d chi m n e y , 
which is said to have been dated 1840, was replaced following the 
depredations of Hurricane Hazel in 1954. Capped posts, applied 
to the corners of the house, terminate just beneath the dentils 
t hat f'" i)", 9 its f)· ... i e Z E: • W h i 1 e s imp 1 e r'" e c til i ''', e a )"... s u )"'" r'" 0 un d s e)", f'r" a m e 
its basement windows, elaborate symmetrical moldings, complete 
with entablature-topped lintels, serve its nine-over-nine and 
upper six-oYer-six windows. Original shutters protect the 
windows of the symmetrical front facade. A late nineteenth 
century front porch, finished with turned posts and balusters, 
a 1 so ado r'" 1"1 t his fa cad e, s tan d i ''', gin p I ace 0 f the 0 r'" i gin a I . The 
other significant changes to the exterior were made by the 
present owners who~ in addition .to restoring much of the once 
c:J e t e)"'" i 0 r" ate d 5 t )"" u c t u ) .... e , add e d a s rn all t v-J 0 - 5 tOr" y kit c h e ,(, a '(I d 
bathroom addition to the rear in the early 1960s and a carport to 
the east side elevation a few years later. 

the 
The hand of an e){ ube)""ant cr"'a ft sman can be 
interior, which has been little altered 

seen 
ot het'" 

t h )" ... 0 u ~] h 0 u t 
than the 

modernization of its basement, which probably originally housed a 
kitchen. The stairway that rises from the center hallway is 
paneled beneath and has delicate scalloped stair ends, turned 
n e v-J e I san d u r'" n - top p e d b a Ius t e r'" S , and a v-J ide, mol d e d han d r'" ail . 
F u ) .... the r'" ado r'" n in g the hal 1 a)· ... eta 1 1 , fn 0 1 de d bas e b 0 F-n'" d s c.~ n d 
s y m rn e t r-' i cal CO)· ... n e r'" b 1 0 c k 5 U r'" r'" 0 un d s . A 1 tho ugh s; i ft1 i 1 a)"'" 5 eve n -- pan e 1 
do())· ... s - composed of a t hi'll ho)"" i zont a 1 pane 1 sandw i ched bet ween 
three long and three short vertical panels - serve all of the 
, .... 0 0 fIl S , the 5 U r'" r'" (:I un d s va r'" y f r'" (:I fJl 0 pen i n g too pen i n g . The un i que 
s u ) .... r'" 0 un d 0 f the e c.-\ stu pst air'" s bed r'" 0 0 rn i 5 a c c e )"'1 ted by a p p 1 i e d 
blocks within blocks not only at its upper corners, but at the 
centers of its recessed posts and lintels as well. The surround 
at the interior parlor door is the most unusual in the house and 
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one of the most unusual found at any surviving Greek Revival 
style dwelling in the county. Rising from the tulip-shaped tops 
of two tall plinths, it has a series of thin applied boards that 
wind their way up the posts and across the crossetted lintelu 
The dwelling's four surviving intact mantels - the two basement 
hearths have been altered - are handsomely and, in the case of 
the parlor, unusually finished. The post and lintel mantels of 
the three bedrooms have applied tapered posts which are set upon 
large plinths and topped by cushion-shaped capitals. Similarly 
shaped moldings also separate the lintels from their shelves. 
The par'" 1 0 r" m a )'"1 tel, un 1 ike its com pan ion s , has not 0 n e , but t ItJ 0 

tapered columns applied to its posts, each rising from a molded 
base and terminating at a molded capital. 

A single non-contributing outbuilding stands at the edge of 
the 1 awn tot h e h 0 use' s r" e C::H". ~) f r'" cUll e f 0 l· ... mer'" kit c he ),°1, i twa s 
moved to the property from another site. Significantly altered, 
it is now used as a shed. 



o nationally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [] A 0 B lKJ C D D 

to other properties: 

[Jglocally 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A B Oc DD OE OF OG 
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 
Agriculture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
18408-1865 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unkno'\ID 

Significant Dates 
] 8408 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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Section number _-"",,8 __ P ag e _--"=--_ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The M a IJ ).", ice H a 1'"' tHo use iss i g n i f i can t C':\ ~:> 0 n e 0 f G 1'"' a n viI 1 e 
Co u )"'1 t Y ~ s m 0 s t i )"1 t act a 1"1 d fin e 1 y i= i n i !5 h e d ~ pIa n tat ion e 'r" r..1. , G 1'''\ e e k 
Revival style dwellings. Its exterior, raised high on a full 
basement, retains its original entablature-topped surrounds and a 
5 t r"' i n g 0 f den til s ben eat hit s pop u 1 a r"' 1 y fa s h ion ed, ant e bel 1 U fn low 
hipped roof. Inside, the intact finish is handsomely and 
fancifully worked, from the pilasters applied to its mantels to 
the intricate surrounds of its parlor and upstairs east bedroom. 
(See associated Property Type 1 - Greek Revival and Romantic 
Style Dwellings) Raised at the edge of the pre-Civil War town of 
Sassafras Fork, the stylishly finished dwelling is one of the few 
i 1"1 t act s t )'"' u c t u 'r-' e s s u 'r-' V i v in!;) f 'r"' 0 rn the p 1 a 1"1 tat ion e 'r"' a ).", a i sed a t a 
s rn all tow not he 'r-' t han 0 x f 0 'r"' dan dis s i g n i f i can t a s a 
'r"' E-? P ).", e sen tat i ve .:. f tho s e r;; rn all, n.:. w rn u c hal t e)'"' e d com m un i tie s . 
(See associated Historic Context 1 - The Plantation Era in 
Granville County? 1746-1865) The property's period of 
significance does not extend beyond 1865, the end of the 
p 1 ant at ion e 'r" a, be c au set he h 0 use w c.'i 5 b u i ]. t a s a sma 1 1 tow n 
dwelling and no buildings or structures remain on its limited 
grounds that relate to the raising of bright le~f tobacco. 

J'. E. Spice'r""} s local histoy"'y of Stovall suggests that thf2 
house was built by Maurice Hart in 1840, a date said to have been 
rn en'" ked () n a des t )""' 0 y e d chi rn n e y • The d at; e may be a c c u ) ..... ate, for.... the 
use of pilasters at the mantels is quite similar to that of Hill 
Airy, a nearby National Register property erected around 1841. 
The p 'r'" e sen ceo flo 1"J!;J n i n e - 0 v e 1' .... _. n i )"'1 e w i )"1 dow san d e)"'1 tab 1 at u 1'''' e­
topped surrounds also suggest a construction date near the 
beginning of the Greek Revival period in the county. Hart was 
1 i v i n gin the A b)· .... a fI1 s P I a ins Dis t 'r .... i c t, IfJ he)· .... e the h 0 use i s 1 0 cat e cI , 
i n 1 (-35(> , a:3 8 yea 'r" 0 1 d fa 'r .... me 'r'" wit haw i fe, P a)· ... the n i a, and t h r .... e e 
children at horne. Rn active buyer and seller of land in the 
Sa s s a f 'r" a 5 F 0 1'''1-< a 'r .... e a d U 1''' i n 9 the ant e bel 1 I.l rn p e 'r'" i 0 d , i t c a 1"1YI 0 t be 
determined which of the inexactly detailed deeds that bear his 
name relate to the property upon which he built his house. 

Hart is thought by Spicer to have sold the dwelling in the 
1 850 s t 0 Dr"' • Ad i::\ m C n H a 1' .... 'r .... is. A ~~ a i )1'1, 1"10 dee d has bee nun c 0 v e 'r .... e d 
which definitively records the transaction, but federal census 
records show that Harris moved from Henderson? in present day 
Vance County~ to the Abrams Plains District between 1850 and 
1860. An 1857 deed [Deed Book 19, Page 636J from George L. 
B u 1 1 0 c I-<. t 0 A " C • H a r .... 1'''' i s for.... 1 38 a c 1' .... e sis the fl1 0 s t 1 i I-<. ely 'r" e COr .... d 
of Harris' acquisition of the property; Hart had sold this t1'"'act 
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i '(I 1 855 [ Dee d boo k 1 9 ',t P C:-i ~] e i.:;: 8 J " I n :L EH; 0 , a c co)"" d i )'-1 9 tot h e 
'j':: e d co r" a 1 c ens us, H c.i 'r" r" i 5 vJ c\ r:3 :3 -; yea 'r" sol d ~ a ph Y 5 i cia n wit h $ 5 ~ (> (> 0 
in real estate and the same sum in personal property who shared 
the 1 a r" g e h 0 us f:? wit h his w i of e , Iyl a r" t h a ~4 '(I n , and the i r'" f 0 u r'" 
youngest children. Martha sold the property in 1905 to the 
Gregory family [Deed 800k 58, Page 248J, in which it remained 
until the 19505. In 1961 it was purchased by it present owners, 
eli '(I ton and I~ U t h H i c k s I: Dee d 800 k 1 53, P age 5 1 i.::: J , who r'" eta i ned 
and restored much of its deteriorated finish and added its 
carport and rear ell. 



Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Spicer, J. E., "Some Historical Facts about Stovall, N.C. and Vicinity", copy 
of typed manuscript at Richard H. Thornton Public Library, Oxford, N.C. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. tlicrofilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _______________________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property approximately 2 acres 

UTM References 
A lM 171 1 1712 1°1°1 14 1°1 3 16 13 1°1°1 

Zone Easting Northing 

C LLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 I 1 I 1 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[]g State historic prese~ation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ 1 1 1 1 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I 1 I 

D See continuation sheet 

Q9 See continuation sheet 

[]g See continuation sheet 

1 1 1 1 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Narvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date ____ --l8.!.J/l......1~8.L../~8.L..7'__ _____________ _ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephone ..L.9 ...... 19.L.---'6>L.9,L,,3-<--.-I'...=4L.19:....L.l ______ _ 
city or town Oxford state N.C. zip code 27565 
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The pr"'OpE?r ... ty is a r-'ect2,ngu].ar'" pc.H"'cel rllEasUr·'ing appr"'oxirl·,c\tely 
II- 3 0 x 1 '35 fee t , the no 'r'" t h we s t COr'" n e r'" cd:: V') h i chi sap p r'" 0 x i mat ely 
:l -; E1 fee t d i r'" e c t 1 Y no r-· t h we s t 0 f the nOr'" t h we s teo r'" n e r'" 0 f the 
foundat ion of the main block of the house, and the southeast 
corner of which is approximately 259 feet directly southeast of 
the southeast corner of the foundation of the main block of the 
h 0 IJ S E' • The b 0 r'" de r'" 0 f the par'" eel a p p r'" 0 x i mat ely f 0 1 low s the t r'" e e 
line on the northern border and western border; approximately 
follows the property line, along the northern side of state Road 
1 4· 30 ,on the sou the r'" n b 0 r'" d e ·r'" ; and con tin u e s i )'"1 a s t r"' a i 9 h t 1 i n e 
nOr"' t h tot h e t ) .... eel i n e , f 0 1 1 0 tAl i n 9 the p r'" 0 per'" t y 1 i n e un til i t 
turns west, on the eastern border. 

Approximately 2 acres that include the dwelling and 
S IJ r"' r'" (:I un din 9 1. 0 t t hat a r'" e h i ~5 t () ) .... i C c."'\ 1 :I. Y ass 0 cia t e. d wit h the 
p r'" 0 p e)· ... t y , ill ct i n t a i II his tor'" i c i n t e 9 r'" i t Y , and con v e y the p ·r'" 0 per'" t y' s 
his t O"r'" i C !:3 e t tin q <3. r'" e be i n 9 no rll ina ted for'" the Nat i 0 II a J. Reg i s t e r"' • 
T h f? 1· ... e rll a i II i )'"1 ~I a c r'" e age has bee II e xc]. IJ de d bee a u ~) e i tis not k now II 
wit h c e r'" t a i ·n t y t 0 be h i ~ tOr"' i cal 1 y a ~~:; soc i c::\ ted wit h the d weI 1 i n 9 0 r'" 
bee au s e i tis ·n 0 t-'J 0 Y e r'" 9 'r'" 0 t-'J n ~'J CI 0 [I J. c\ II d a 1'"1 dis no 1 0 n 9 e r'" use d f 0 'r'" 

fa)""' m p r-· 0 d IJ C t 1. 0 n . I nth e 1 i-':\ t t e)·... cas e the .l and use has 
sub s tan t i c:\ 1 1 Y c h C:\ II 9 e d sot hat i t nolo n g e r'" con t r'" i but est 0 the 
his tOr'" i c i )'-1 t e hl r'" i t Y 0 r'" his tor'" i C 5 i 9 n i fie a n ceo f the p r'" 0 p e Y' t Y a s a 
p 1 C:\ n tat i 0 II e r'" a p 'r'" 0 P e)· ... t y. 

The no r-· thE' 'r'" n b 0 U II d a 'r'" yin c 1 u des the d weI 1 i n g t (;I its S ("I u t h 2, n d 
e )( c 1 u des woo d 1 an cj t 0 its nOr"' t h . The weS t e ·r'" n b 0 un d a)·"' y i YI C 1 u des 
the dwelling to its E'c:'\st C\nd e>-:cludes t-'Joodland to its west. The 
sou the ) .... II b 0 un dar"' yin c 1 u des the d weI 1 i II 9 t 0 its II 0 r'" t han d ex c 1 u des 
p r'" 0 per'" t y t h C:\ t fa 1 1 s 0 IJ t sid e the 0 w n e r"" s:; p r'" 0 per'" t y 1 i net 0 its 
50 I.l t h . The e a s t e)· ... n b 0 un dar'" y :i. n c 1 u des the d we 1 J. i n 9 t () its vJ est 
a II cJ e. >< c 1 u des p 'r"' (:1 P t:? r'" t y not 0 wile d by the 0 w n E·? r"' , as weI las p r"' 0 per'" t y 
II 0 t k n 0 H n wit h c e r"' t a i n t y t 0 be his tOr"' i c (0, 1 J. Y 2. S soc· i 3 ted W 1 t h the 
house, to its ec:-\st. 
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